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ABSTRACT

A communications system comprising a communications
media. A receiver coupled to the communications media and
configured to receive a data signal from the communications
media. An adaptive equalizer configured to process the data
signal and to adjust a multi-frequency inverse transfer func-
tion to compensate for a multi-frequency transfer function of
the communications media.

18 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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ADAPTIVE EQUALIZER UTILIZING EYE
DIAGRAM

RELATED APPLICATIONS

The present application claims benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent application 61/603,157, entitled “Adaptive Equalizer
based on Monitoring Eye Opening,” filed Feb. 24, 2012,
which is hereby incorporated by reference for all purposes.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to data communications, and
more specifically to determining an inverse transfer function
to compensate for the transfer function of a communications
medium.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Data communications over a communications medium
such as a cable results in attenuation of the signal, and can
introduce noise that can mask the transmitted data.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A communications system comprising a communications
media, such as a cable, is provided. A receiver coupled to the
cable is configured to receive a data signal from the cable, and
an adaptive equalizer processes the data signal to adjust a
multi-frequency inverse transfer function, which is used to
compensate for a multi-frequency transfer function of the
communications media, such as to provide a substantially flat
transfer function.

Other systems, methods, features, and advantages of the
present disclosure will be or become apparent to one with
skill in the art upon examination of the following drawings
and detailed description. It is intended that all such additional
systems, methods, features, and advantages be included
within this description, be within the scope of the present
disclosure, and be protected by the accompanying claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

Aspects of the disclosure can be better understood with
reference to the following drawings. The components in the
drawings are not necessarily to scale, emphasis instead being
placed upon clearly illustrating the principles of the present
disclosure. Moreover, in the drawings, like reference numer-
als designate corresponding parts throughout the several
views, and in which:

FIG. 1 is an eye diagram for a clean data signal in accor-
dance with an exemplary embodiment of the present disclo-
sure;

FIG. 2 is an eye diagram for a noisy data signal in accor-
dance with an exemplary embodiment of the present disclo-
sure;

FIG. 3 is a diagram of a system for adaptive equalization of
a communications medium in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment of the present disclosure; and

FIG. 4 is a diagram of an algorithm for adaptive equaliza-
tion of an inverse transfer function for a communications
channel in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In the description that follows, like parts are marked
throughout the specification and drawings with the same ref-
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erence numerals. The drawing figures might not be to scale
and certain components can be shown in generalized or sche-
matic form and identified by commercial designations in the
interest of clarity and conciseness.

The following description contains specific information
pertaining to implementations of the present disclosure. One
skilled in the art will recognize that the present disclosure
may be implemented in a manner different from that specifi-
cally discussed herein. The drawings in the present applica-
tion and their accompanying detailed description are directed
to merely exemplary implementations. Unless noted other-
wise, like or corresponding elements among the figures may
be indicated by like or corresponding reference numerals.
Moreover, the drawings and illustrations in the present appli-
cation are generally not to scale, and are not intended to
correspond to actual relative dimensions.

A system, such as a video over coaxial cable system, a high
definition multimedia interface (HDMI), a cable television
receiver or other suitable systems, may include a driver, such
as a cable driver, a channel, such as a coaxial cable, and a
receiver. Data transmitted by the driver passes through the
transfer function of the channel, which usually has alow pass
response. However, the data may suffer from substantial deg-
radation and high jitter, such as due to attenuation of high
frequencies, interference or from other causes. For example,
in long coaxial cables, which suffer from high attenuation, the
channel attenuation at the data rate can be over 60 dB.

To recover the transmitted signal, the effects of the channel
can be sufficiently reversed. Equalizers, or analog filters, are
circuits that can be used to compensate for this channel loss.
To achieve high performance and low jitter, the transfer func-
tion of the equalizer should be the inverse of the channel’s
transfer function.

The transfer function of a cable or other suitable commu-
nications media generally has a predetermined value at low
frequencies, and then decreases as the frequency increases
towards the Nyquist data rate. If the equalizer is exactly
inverse to the communications media transfer function, then
the ideal frequency response will be flat over the entire fre-
quency range, and the output jitter will be minimal, domi-
nated by the signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) at the receiver input
and by non-linear effects such as impedance discontinuity.
However, if the equalizer transfer function is not exactly
inverse to that of the communications media, a ripple may
occur in the overall transfer function, which can be mani-
fested in the received signal as timing jitter.

In typical equalizer applications, non-optimal equalizing
of lower frequencies may result in substantial ripple in the
combined response, but the data may still be sufficiently
recovered at the receiver. For example, a typical equalizer
application can encounter around 20 dB of attenuation. If the
lower frequencies are not equalized, the ripple in the com-
bined response may be around 3 dB, but the data may still be
sufficiently recovered.

In some systems, such as in a video over coaxial cable
systems, which may include data rates of 3 Gb/s and long
coaxial cables, attenuation may be around 60 dB. Even if a
data rate frequency is perfectly equalized, the bit error rate
will be very high. For example, at a Nyquist frequency of 60
dB, and a half-Nyquist frequency of about 35 dB, the lapse of
about 5 dB can mean the range is not equalized well, resulting
in a ripple effect. The corresponding eye pattern will be
closed, and at least significant portions of the data may be
unrecoverable.

Conventionally, only data rate frequencies are equalized.
However, when a sequence of bits does not change, the effect
is to create a lower frequency signal component that might be
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disrupted due to distortion that occurs at the lower frequen-
cies. This observation suggests that substantially the entire
frequency range, not just the data rate frequencies, should be
equalized.

FIG. 1 is an eye diagram 100 for a clean data signal in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure. Eye diagram 100 has an associated eye diagram
opening metric EOP1 that is a function of a flat or ideal
effective transfer function. In the absence of any noise or
distortion, the eye diagram for the associated data signal has
a clean outline, which results in a maximum eye diagram
opening metric.

FIG. 2 is an eye diagram 200 for a noisy data signal in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure. Eye diagram 200 has an associated eye diagram
opening metric EOP2 that is a function of a non-ideal effec-
tive transter function that has ripples. Because of the associ-
ated noise or distortion, the eye diagram for the associated
data signal has a fuzzy outline, which results in a reduced eye
diagram opening metric. By comparing the eye diagram
opening metric before equalization with the eye diagram
opening metric after equalization for a data signal, it is pos-
sible to determine whether an optimal equalization setting has
been selected that adequately compensates for lower fre-
quency components of the transfer function and that avoids
the generation of noise or distortion in the transmitted data
signal. Common search algorithms can be used to adjust
equalizer settings, to optimize the equalizer settings based on
an unknown transfer function for a random communications
channel, as discussed further herein.

FIG. 3 is a diagram of a system 300 for adaptive equaliza-
tion of a communications medium in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure. System 300
includes equalizer 302, which can be implemented in hard-
ware or a suitable combination of hardware and software, and
which can be one or more software systems operating on a
processor.

As used herein, “hardware” can include a combination of
discrete components, an integrated circuit, an application-
specific integrated circuit, a field programmable gate array, or
other suitable hardware. As used herein, “software” can
include one or more objects, agents, threads, lines of code,
subroutines, separate software applications, two or more lines
of'code or other suitable software structures operating in two
or more software applications, on one or more processors
(where a processor includes a microcomputer or other suit-
able controller, memory devices, input-output devices, dis-
plays, data input devices such as keyboards or mouses,
peripherals such as printers and speakers, associated drivers,
control cards, power sources, network devices, docking sta-
tion devices, or other suitable devices operating under control
of'software systems in conjunction with the processor or other
devices), or other suitable software structures. In one exem-
plary embodiment, software can include one or more lines of
code or other suitable software structures operating in a gen-
eral purpose software application, such as an operating sys-
tem, and one or more lines of code or other suitable software
structures operating in a specific purpose software applica-
tion. As used herein, the term “couple” and its cognate terms,
such as “couples” and “coupled,” can include a physical con-
nection (such as a copper conductor), a virtual connection
(such as through randomly assigned memory locations of a
data memory device), a logical connection (such as through
logical gates of a semiconducting device), other suitable con-
nections, or a suitable combination of such connections.

Equalizer 302 can receive high speed data over a serial
digital interface (SDI) input or other suitable serial data inter-
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faces. Equalizer 302 can further receive low frequency con-
trol data to control the equalization gain at a low frequency
band, mid frequency control data to control the equalization
gain at a middle frequency band and high frequency control
data to control the equalization gain at a high frequency band.
In one exemplary embodiment, the low frequency band can
be adapted for gain control at frequencies corresponding to
one third of the data rate, the mid frequency band can be
adapted for gain control at frequencies corresponding to one
half of the data rate and the high frequency band can be
adapted for gain control at frequencies corresponding to the
data rate. Likewise, other suitable frequencies, frequency
bands and equalization settings can also or alternatively be
selected.

Limiter 304 receives an output signal from equalizer 302
and clips the output signal to generate a rail-to-rail or binary
signal. This rail-to-rail/binary signal is output to phase detec-
tor 306, which forms a phase locked loop with charge pump
308 and voltage controlled oscillator 310, which can also act
as a clock data recovery (CDR) loop. Charge pump 308
converts a phase error to a voltage, which causes voltage
controlled oscillator 310 to generate a higher or lower fre-
quency oscillation, and also performs additional filtering of
the voltage output. Voltage controlled oscillator 310 gener-
ates a clock signal that is approximately equal to the data rate
with a zero voltage input from charge pump 308. The output
from voltage controlled oscillator 310 is then fed back to
phase detector 306 and phase detector 316.

The phase locked loop will eventually lock onto the data
signal that is transmitted over the serial data input, which will
cause phase detector 306 to output a serial data signal to
deserializer 312, which converts the serial data signal to a
parallel data signal. Likewise, phase detector 316 also
receives the output from voltage controlled oscillator 310 and
a time delayed version of output from limiter 304 through
delay 314. Phase detector 306 and phase detector 316 sample
the serial data and generate recovered data streams that are
relatively free of jitter because the data is sampled from a
clean clock signal of voltage controlled oscillator 310.

The serial data streams output by phase detector 306 and
phase detector 316 are converted by deserializers 312 and
318, respectively, from serial into parallel data streams. In one
exemplary embodiment, the serial data streams can be gen-
erated at 3 Gb/s, and the parallel data output of deserializers
312 and 318 can be 8 bits of parallel data at 375 Mb/s.
Adaptation control 320 receives the parallel data streams and
determines which frequency range needs equalization to
increase the area within the eye diagram, based on the differ-
ences between the outputs from deserializers 312 and 318.
Because the output of deserializer 318 is generated from a
delayed signal using time delay At, the sampling of the signal
is not optimal, and errors are expected. Further details on the
operation of adaptation control 320 are provided below, but in
general, adaptation control 320 implements a predetermined
search routine that locates the optimal settings for equalizer
302 using a search algorithm. Adaptation control 320 can be
implemented using one or more algorithms operating on a
digital signal processor, using an application-specific inte-
grated circuit, a plurality of discrete devices, a field program-
mable gate array or in other suitable manners.

FIG. 4 is a diagram of an algorithm 400 for adaptive equal-
ization of an inverse transfer function for a communications
channel in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
present disclosure. Algorithm 400 can be implemented in
hardware or a suitable combination of hardware and software,
and can be one or more algorithms operating on a digital
signal processor or other suitable processors.
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Algorithm 400 begins at 402, where variables are initial-
ized. In one exemplary embodiment, the equalization gain
level for the high frequency band can be set to a maximum
equalization, the equalization gain level for the low frequency
band can be set to a minimum equalization, At, the counter for
time delay or phase shift, can be set to zero, and the eye
opening metric can be set to a maximum value (EOP). The
algorithm then proceeds to 404.

At 404, it is determined, whether the phase locked loop has
locked onto a data frequency. If the phase locked loop has not
locked, the algorithm proceeds to 406 where the high band
equalization gain setting is incrementally reduced to the next
lowest setting. In one exemplary embodiment, the high band
corresponds to the highest frequency associated with the
serial data signal, which would be associated with a sequence
of digital data such as 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 and so forth, such that
locking onto the highest frequency component of the serial
data stream will generally be easier than locking onto lower
frequency components. If it is determined at 404 that PLL
lock has been achieved, the algorithm proceeds to 406.

At 406, the width of the eye diagram metric is determined.
In one exemplary embodiment, a temporary variable (EOPm)
can be used to store the maximum value of At to compare with
EOP, the eye opening metric measured previously. If it is
determined at 410 that EOPm is less than EOP, then the
algorithm proceeds to 412 where the high band equalizer gain
can be decreased to the next lower increment and EOP can be
set equal to EOPm. The algorithm then returns to 408. During
this loop, algorithm 400 steps down the gain setting for the
high frequency band equalization gain until the eye diagram
metric stops changing with an incremental decrease in the
high frequency band equalization gain.

Ifitis determined at 410 that the eye diagram metric has not
changed (e.g. EOPm is not less than EOP), then algorithm
400 proceeds to 414 where At is initialized, and then the
algorithm proceeds to 416 where it is determined whether an
error exists between the output of the sampled serial signal
and a delayed serial signal (for a delay equal to At). If no
errors are detected, the algorithm proceeds to 418 where At is
incremented, and the algorithm returns to 416. If errors are
detected, it can be determined that the current value of At
corresponds to the horizontal width of the eye opening, and
the algorithm proceeds to 420, where the errors are analyzed.
In one exemplary embodiment, statistical analysis can be
performed as a function of transmitted bit patterns. The sta-
tistical analysis can take into account whether the incoming
signal has a certain energy distribution. For example, the bit
pattern 1010 (or 0101) can correspond to single bit errors,
whereas 111000 (or 000111) can correspond to triple bit
errors, and the number of single bit errors can be compared to
the number of double bit errors. Because the 1010 bit pattern
can correspond to the high frequency (or Nyquist frequency)
band and the 111000 bit pattern can correspond to the low
frequency (or one-third-Nyquist frequency) band, the dispar-
ity between the number of single bit and triple bit errors can
be used to determine whether to increase low frequency band
equalization gain. Ifitis determined that there are more single
than triple bit errors, the algorithm proceeds to 424 where the
low frequency band equalization gain is incrementally
increased, and the algorithm returns to 408, where the high
frequency band is readjusted. Likewise, if it is determined
than the number of single bit errors is not greater that the
number of double bit errors, the algorithm proceeds to 426.

At 426, At is re-initialized, and the algorithm proceeds to
428, where it is determined whether an error exists between
the output of the sampled serial signal and a delayed serial
signal (for a delay equal to At). If no errors are detected, the
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algorithm proceeds to 430 where At is incremented, and the
algorithm returns to 428. Otherwise, the algorithm proceeds
to 432 where errors are analyzed. In one exemplary embodi-
ment, the errors can be analyzed to detect double bit errors
(1100 versus 1010). Likewise, other suitable error checking
can be performed. Ifit is determined that the number of single
bit errors is greater than the number of double bit errors at
434, the algorithm proceeds to 436, where the middle band
equalizer gain is adjusted. In one exemplary embodiment, the
middle band equalizer gain can be incrementally increased or
decreased, such as from a minimum or maximum value for
the middle band, respectively. Likewise, other suitable search
algorithms can be used to adjust the middle band or any other
suitable bands, and such search algorithms are specifically
contemplated as being encompassed by the present disclo-
sure. The algorithm then returns to 408. If it is determined at
434 that the single bit error is not greater than the double bit
error, the algorithm proceeds to 438 and ends, and the equal-
izer inverse transfer function settings are used to process
steady state data.

In operation, algorithm 400 is used to determine equalizer
inverse transfer function settings to compensate for the trans-
fer function of a communications medium, in order to obtain
a flat frequency response and to avoid the generation of data
errors during transmission of data. Algorithm 400 can be used
with a serial data stream or other suitable data streams.

Unlike methods that only equalize at the Nyquist fre-
quency, the present disclosure can adaptively monitor an eye
diagram opening metric that is associated with data transmit-
ted over a communications medium in order to adjust more
than one frequency band. Although three frequency bands are
discussed herein, any suitable number of frequency bands or
even discrete frequencies can be monitored and equalized.
Furthermore, the present disclosure should not be considered
limiting. For example, while certain exemplary embodiments
disclosed herein reach an end of calibration, in some imple-
mentations, calibration can continue or can be run periodi-
cally. Furthermore, while certain exemplary embodiments
contemplate one-directional equalization, equalization can
be performed in more than one direction, using a random
search criteria, using empirically-derived data or in other
suitable configurations.

From the above description it is manifest that various tech-
niques can be used for implementing the concepts described
in the present application without departing from the scope of
those concepts. Moreover, while the concepts have been
described with specific reference to certain implementations,
a person of ordinary skill in the art would recognize that
changes can be made in form and detail without departing
from the spirit and the scope of those concepts. As such, the
described implementations are to be considered in all respects
as illustrative and not restrictive. It should also be understood
that the present application is not limited to the particular
implementations described herein, but many rearrangements,
modifications, and substitutions are possible without depart-
ing from the scope of the present disclosure.

It should be emphasized that the above-described embodi-
ments are merely examples of possible implementations.
Many variations and modifications may be made to the above-
described embodiments without departing from the prin-
ciples of the present disclosure. All such modifications and
variations are intended to be included herein within the scope
of'this disclosure and protected by the following claims.

What is claimed is:
1. A communications system comprising:
a communications media;
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a receiver coupled to the communications media and con-
figured to receive a data signal from the communications
media; and

an adaptive equalizer configured to process the data signal
and to adjust a multi-frequency inverse transfer function
to compensate for a multi-frequency transfer function of
the communications media, wherein the adaptive equal-
iZer comprises:

a first phase detector configured to receive the data signal
and to generate a first data stream;

a controllable delay configured to receive the data signal
and to generate a delayed data signal; and

a second phase detector configured to receive the delayed
data signal and to generate a second data stream.

2. The system of claim 1 wherein the adaptive equalizer
further comprises a multi-band equalizer having a plurality of
frequency bands, wherein each frequency band is selected as
a function of a Nyquist frequency of the data signal.

3. The system of claim 1 wherein the adaptive equalizer
further comprises a limiter configured to receive and clip the
data signal prior to input to the first phase detector and the
controllable delay.

4. The system of claim 1 wherein the adaptive equalizer
further comprises a phase locked loop.

5. The system of claim 1 further comprising a controller
configured to receive the first data stream and the second data
stream and to generate a control signal for the controllable
delay.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the adaptive equalizer
further comprises a phase locked loop including the first
phase detector, a charge pump and a voltage controller oscil-
lator.

7. A communications system comprising:

a communications media;

a receiver coupled to the communications media and con-
figured to receive a data signal from the communications
media, the receiver further comprising:

a multi-band equalizer having a plurality of frequency
bands, wherein each frequency band is selected as a
function of a Nyquist frequency of the data signal and
configured to process the data signal to generate a
processed signal;

a limiter coupled to the multi-band equalizer and con-
figured to receive the processed signal and to generate
a digital signal;

a first phase detector coupled to the limiter and config-
ured to receive the digital signal and an oscillator
signal and to generate a phase error signal and a first
data signal;

a charge pump coupled to the first phase detector and
configured to receive the phase error signal and to
generate a voltage as a function of the phase error
signal;

a voltage controlled oscillator coupled to the charge
pump and configured to receive the voltage and to
generate the oscillator signal;

a controllable delay coupled to the limiter and operable
to receive a delay control signal and to controllably
delay the digital signal;

a second phase detector coupled to the controllable
delay and the voltage controlled oscillator and con-
figured to receive the delayed digital signal and the
oscillator signal and to generate a second data signal;
and

a controller coupled to the first phase detector and the
second phase detector and configured to receive the
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first data signal and the second data signal and to
generate the delay control signal.
8. A method comprising:
receiving a data signal from a communications medium;
determining a first equalizer configuration for a first fre-
quency band of an inverse transfer function for the com-
munications medium, wherein the determining includes
measuring a first eye diagram metric for the first equal-
izer configuration, and wherein the measuring com-
prises processing the data signal using the first equalizer
configuration, generating an eye diagram using the pro-
cessed data signal, and incrementally sweeping the eye
diagram to generate the first eye diagram metric; and

determining a second equalizer configuration for a second
frequency band of the inverse transfer function for the
communications medium.

9. The method of claim 8 further comprising measuring a
second eye diagram metric for the second equalizer configu-
ration.

10. The method of claim 9 further comprising determining
whether the first eye diagram metric is greater than the second
eye diagram metric.

11. The method of claim 10 further comprising storing the
second eye diagram metric as the first eye diagram metric
based on the determining whether the first eye diagram metric
is greater than the second eye diagram metric;

determining a third equalizer configuration for a third fre-

quency band of the inverse transfer function for the
communications medium; and

measuring a third eye diagram metric for the third equalizer

configuration and determining whether the first eye dia-
gram metric is greater than the third eye diagram metric.

12. The method of claim 9 wherein the measuring the
second eye diagram metric further comprises:

processing the data signal using the second equalizer con-

figuration;

generating the eye diagram using the processed data signal;

and

incrementally sweeping the eye diagram to generate the

second eye diagram metric.

13. The method of claim 12 further comprising:

using the first equalizer configuration if the first eye dia-

gram metric is equal to the second eye diagram metric;
and

replacing the first equalizer configuration with the second

equalizer configuration based on if the first eye diagram
metric is equal to the second eye diagram metric.

14. A method for use by a communications system includ-
ing an adaptive equalizer and a receiver, the method compris-
ing:

receiving a data signal by the receiver from a communica-

tions media;

processing the data signal, using an adaptive equalizer

including circuitry, by adjusting a multi-frequency

inverse transfer function to compensate for a multi-fre-

quency transfer function of the communications media,

the processing comprising;

receiving, using a first phase detector, the data signal and
generating a first data stream;

receiving, using a controllable delay, the data signal and
generating a delayed data signal; and

receiving, using a second phase detector, the delayed
data signal and generating a second data stream.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the adaptive equalizer
further comprises a multi-band equalizer having a plurality of
frequency bands, and wherein the method further comprises
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selecting, using the multi-band equalizer, each frequency
band as a function of a Nyquist frequency of the data signal.

16. The method in claim 14, wherein the adaptive equalizer
further comprises a limiter, and wherein the method further
comprises receiving, using the limiter, the data signal and
clipping the data signal prior to receiving, using the first phase
detector and receiving, using the controllable delay.

17. The method of claim 14, wherein the adaptive equalizer
further comprises a phase locked loop including the first
phase detector, a charge pump and voltage controlled oscil-
lator.

18. The method of 14, wherein the system includes a con-
troller, and wherein the method further comprises:

receiving, using the controller, the first data stream and the

second data stream; and

generate, using the controller, a control signal for the con-

trollable delay.
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